
Environment Safeguards Specialist 

 

 

Requirement of Environmental Safeguard Specialist: 

 

NHB seeks the services of full time Environmental Safeguard Specialist who 

will be self motivated and committed to deliver the following job 

responsibilities. The Specialist would assist the Project Implementation Unit  

in overseeing and monitoring the environmental “due diligence” of the 

NHB’s Low Income Housing Finance project(s) as enumerated in the 

Operational Manual developed under the World Bank assisted Low Income 

Housing Finance Project and other relevant manuals from other 

multilateral/bilateral projects.  

 

 

The job responsibilities will include but not limited to: 

 

 Assist in appraising the eligibility and assessing suitability of various 

intermediary agencies willing to participate in the low-income 

housing finance project in light of environmental due diligence 

requirements, including verifying the primary lender’s compliance 

certification with environmental due diligence requirements.  

 

 Conduct compliance review – the specialist will review portfolio of 

project lending and housing loans refinanced by the NHB with a view 

to review appraisal documentation including the appraisal compliance 

with the appraisal requirements. 

 

 Facilitating in concurrent review and periodical evaluation of 

performance of the intermediary agencies, individuals and institutions 

including random sample verification of EDD compliance 

documentation and random field visits.  

 

 Overseeing and monitoring the compliance with housing finance and 

project finance appraisal mechanisms and check their adequacy and 

effectiveness in mitigating adverse environmental issues. Make 

suggestions if there are deficiencies to the PFIs/MFIs/QPLIs. For 

Refinance monitoring, current arrangement foresee a monitoring of 

EDD compliance for 15% of the loans based upon desk review and 

5% field verified.   



 

 

 Prepare quarterly progress reports on application of environmental 

appraisal protocols and conduct bi-annual site supervision jointly with 

the NHB project team including Social & Governance Specialist (such 

as Kfw, DFID, etc.) Assist NHB in the preparation of quarterly 

implementation report as required under the Results Framework and 

Monitoring. Prepare a system to conduct impact evaluation of the 

project. Help to design and oversee impact evaluation work on the low 

income pilot schemes. 

 

 Assist in preparing and updating checklist on EDD requirements and 

making of reporting formats on EDD appraisal mechanism. To 

document and disseminate best practices and foster exchange and 

mutual learning across participating organizations.  

 

 Assisting in organizing exchange visits, short-term courses, 

workshops (both for in-house staff and for participating 

lenders/QPLIs), project deliberations, and documentation as required. 

Conduct periodic stakeholder workshops for information 

dissemination and annual learning workshop for NHB’s stakeholders; 

and 

 

 Undertake pre-disbursement site visits for environmental investigation 

for project financing (supply side) prior to disbursements to assess 

EDD compliance to protect from reputational risk arising out of 

environmental issues. 

 

 Develop a strategy to build capacity within NHB in understanding all 

aspects of the SEA and effective integration of Environmental and 

Social due diligence as part of credit and reputational risk 

management of NHB lending operations; 

 

 Support the grievances in charge at NHB with the creation of a 

grievance redressal committee, the development of grievance 

redressal procedures at the primary lender level and review grievances 

addressed/procedures followed on quarterly basis.  

 



 Any other related tasks that are proactive in nature to minimize credit 

risks arising out of environmental issues.  

 

 

Qualifications and Experience - Position: Environmental Specialist 

 

Educational Qualifications: Master’s degree in Environmental 

Engineering/Planning/Science/Architecture  

 

Experience:  
The candidate should have at least 8 years of experience out of which 

two to three years of professional experience in preparation of 

Environmental Impact Assessments (EIA) and Environmental 

Management Plan (EMP) for Housing Finance Projects and/or real estate 

development projects, and well versed with national and local 

environmental regulations and compliance requirements.  

 

Candidates having experience in projects assisted or funded by 

multilateral/bilateral agencies  ( World Bank, KfW, DFID  etc.) and in 

implementation and monitoring of Environmental Management Plans 

shall be given additional weightage.   

 

Ability to interact with and motivate/guide primary lending institutions to 

carry out environmental due diligence activities as related to affordable 

housing activities. 

 

Candidates are expected to possess good written and verbal 

communication and analytical sills, with ability to work with inter-

disciplinary team.  

 

Knowledge of computer applications to manage data base and report 

generation is essential. 
 


